


My’ 
isfy 4 
a ty 
ya 
9 os 
u 
Age; 
how, 
the P 
a tin 
rate 
equ 
ent th 
e Mm: 
nr 4) 
ING ty 
at 
dom | 
Ling fi 
>xercif 


able 


he fi 
gate 
bi 
hat Ry 
p pear 
top 
make 
Amity 
Jems! 
ge St 
Dort 
and 
have 
ider-y 
f othe 
Laugh 









Imp 

ley i 
of ay 
rpofe 
Ice, 
urs, | 
arts is 
ould 

Perjut 
But d 
in, } 
ind m 
heir 0 
1 fir! 
any \ 
of | 


rope, ( 
com 
n lay 
rity, 
yal Ma 
Belting 
ile ti 
hilft ¢ 
and ( 
andd 
to Sit 
om, 
kee? 


onftatl 


Vol. V. 


he EXAMINER.*s 


Numb. Bs : 


al 


» MEET EN 





From frijay March 26, to Monday March 20, 1714. 


Powe 





Peffiizo cuiq, plurima vis. 


Tacitus. 


‘i 





HE Zeal I have all along exprefs'd againft 
Fuition, may reafonably be allow’d to run 
reat Lengths, and to rife to a very high 
egree of Warmth and Vehemence, wher 
my Readers will be pleas’d to confider the 
fatal Tendency of this growing Evil, and what a long 
formidable Train of Mitchiefs it draws after it. No- 
thing has more effectually contributed towards finking 
us into the loweft Dregs of Degeneracy, nor done greater 
Service for our Enemies, by preparing the way to Con- 
fufion, and ripening us for Ruin and utter Extirpa- 
tion. Fudction hath not only introduced many grievous 
Corruptions among us, but goes on to eftablilh thofe 
Corruptions ; and what is yet worfe, eftablifhes them 
under the falfe Notion of Publick Bleflings and Ad- 
vantages ; and by impofing a new Name upon us, leaves 
us in utter Ignorance of the true Nature of Things, 
till we find our Miftike by feeling its Effects, when it 
is perhaps too late to Reform. It ftrikes at all Fun- 
damentals, by vitiating the diftinguifhing Faculty and 
Judgment of our People, and by endeavouring to re- 
move the Boundaries between Good and Evil. It cafts 
a Milt over Mens Eyes, and fhews the Surface of 
Things dark and fhady; fo that the difference of Co- 
lours ceafes, and we are not «ble to Jidge of our 
own real State, our Beauty or our Deformity. As to 
Charaticrs and Perfons, we are ftrangely Prejacic’d and 
in effect ftrangely Ignorant ; becaufe Fitiion gives a new 
Turn to every Man’s Aétions and Conduct, who is 
engag’d in it, different from, and perhaps quite con- 
trary to, the real Sentiments the World ought to have 





. of him: And he is loft in the Herd, where a Judgment 


is taken of him in common with his Leaders and 
Followers ; when perhaps if he were difengag’d, and 
fet in a diftin& View by himfelf, cither thofe, who now 
truft him, would reje& him with Contempt, or thofe, 
who now condemn him, would be inclin’d to entertain 
more fivourable Thoughts concerning him. Things 
are come to fuch a Pafs, that the weightieft Talents and 
nobleft Accomplifhments of Nature and Education, 


are not only abus’d 2nd perverted in the Service of 


Fittion, but are funk o: !of and render'd entirely Ufe- 
lef, becaufe the badnc%S of a Caufe requires others 
Forces and Supplies to carry it on ; and when Party- 
Paffion prevails, the beft Senfe and ftrongeft Virtuc 
muft fometimes give way to it. Befides, Vice and 
Infamy are an Over-match for the cleareft Reputation, 
in a Conteft of this nature: For Faftion confecrates 
the vileft Actions, provided they are neceffiry ; and di- 
ftinguifhes the a F of Men, whenever they are found 
to be Serviceable, or appear to be enidow'd with any 
wicked Accomplithments, that may promote a prefent 
Undertaking. Fools and Knavesus'd to be fhunn’‘d and 
pointed at, or contemn’d and defpis'd: But nowy, ifthey 
can ftand the Telling, or make a Noije ; if they are Cla- 
morous Politick Knaves, if they are Fools of Heat and 
Fire, Perverfe, Irreclaimable Fools, they take Shelter in 
Faétion, and there turn to good Account and grow 
Confiderable ; nay, more Confiderable than wife and 
honeft Men, whofe Wifdom is temper’d with Modera- 
tion, and whofe Honefty difpofes them to be Quiet: 


~~ 


Pecaufe Fa‘tion is utterly inconfiftent with a State ot 
Reft and Neutrality. Thete are Men, who every Day 
fay and do things, for which a purer Age and a Coun- 
try at Unity with it fclf, would foree them to Blullt 
and be Penitent, or purfue them to fuftice, and brand 
their Names with Reproach: Bur get thefe very things 
procure them not only Indemnity but Applaule; 
and they grow Vain of their Demerits, and Glory in 
the feveral Arts of MifChief, of which they are Ma- 
fters: Becaufe they thereby ferve a certain Sett of Men, 
whom they call their Friends; and advance a Canfy 
which they are capable of difguifing under very good 
Pretences. There are Principles openly profefsd, and 
Notions fpread abroad, which, if Searching efter Truth, 
and making Impartial Enquiries, were really any thing 
more than a Mame and By-werd in a Caming Vocabu- 
lary, would, at firft Heariive, be exploded by every 
Rational and Jntelligent Obferver: Bur becvafe they 
are Pleas for Fatlion, and make Noife enough to 
carry on a Controverfy with the Government, there- 
tore the whole Rabble and Crowd of AMelecontens 
give readily into them; and without any regard to the 
Thinnefs of the Covering, or the Tranfparency of the 
Veil, under which they are hid, admit and cherith them 
for Truths, laying out all their Creda/vy upon the 
Legends of their own Side, and referving all their Jyp- 
deiity for the Demonftrations of their Oppofers. 

What cruel Havock has Fuction made among even 
the Fundamentals of Religion and Government ! Liberty, 
Property, Conjctence, Honour, Zeal, Publick Spirit, the 
Love of one’s Country, the Examples of cur nife and ex- 
cellent Furefathers, m4 enatling and executing good and 
wbolfome Laws, detecting and Punifhing Offences again/t 
the Government, Adberence to the Confritution, and the 
like general Topicks, of great Ufe both in the Theory 
and Praétice, for all thofe who would deferve rhe 
Name either of Patriots or Good Subjechs, can never cer- 
tainly be too much infifted on, too clearly explain’d, 
or too vigoroufly entore’d. Bat when this agreeable 
Language is put into the Mouth of F:étion, when thefé 
excellent Notions are made to Preface and Jntroduce 
Sedition and Diforder, to interlard a dull Diftourfe, or 
heavy Declamation, in favour of known Repribares to 
thefe unalterable Laws, and to bear a Part in fome 
Trifling or Malicious Accafation againtt a Juit and Up- 
right Governor ; Truth it felf is Profin'd and Proiii- 
tured, a good Maxim fuffers in its Credir, through the 
Abfurdity of the Confequences, thar are d:awn from 
it ; and our beft Things become the woift by Corrup- 
tion, Men of weak Judgments and low Capacities 
grow doubtful even of Fundamentals, for fear of be- 
ing betray’d into the fame wretched Miftakes and per- 
nicious Errors, which they hear others:advance by dt- 
re Deduétions from the moft approv’d aad authen- 
tick Premifes: And the real profefs'd Bigors to Slavery 
and Arbitrary Power take Advantage of thefe Abufes 
of Liberty, to infult the fincere Friends to that Syftem ; 
and are fo far Scandalizd at the Proceedings of a Few, 
as to condemn All for their Sakes, amd fo perfift int! e 
Guilt of an incurable Herefy in Politicks, 
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Ir is really amazing to fee the Leaders and Fu llowers 
of Falhivn eae Truth to fuch a degree, that they 
therety deprive themfelves of the Benefits and Advan- 
tagcs of it, even when it isreftord to its firft Purity. 
I {hall apply this to Perfonal Interefi, which is their 
grand Concern. Every one of thofe Faxners and Syco- 
pants, whofe Complacency they fo often condemn, is 
seady to allow moft of the Arguments, which fome of 
their moderate Men have been p!eafed to advance ; as, 
Thet the Prefent Miniftry bold of the Royal Favour: 
That the Crown is Free in its Choice : That every good 
Sul jet may be a Candidate at Court : That the Preroga- 
tive ought not 0 be ftimed and confin'd to Names and 
Perfon:. All this may be fafely yielded them ; but what- 
evcr they may think, Faction is the main Obftacle that 
excludes them trom reaping any Advantages from this 
Do@rine. For upon what [Terms and Conditions 
would any good SubjeSt or rational Creature wilh to 
have the highef Pofts and Honours beftow’d otherwife, 
than they are at prefent ? Would he not write upon 
every Gollen Apple, Detsr Digni:ri ? Mf they are more 
Zcalous for the Church, more Dutiful to the Throne, 
more Careful of the Prer-garive, or more fit to be In- 
trufted with the Rights, Privileges, Treajure, Libertics, 
Leas, or Peace of the Publick, than their Rivals; they 
have f.ir Pretenfions, and every Honeft Man ought to 
Pray tor their Succefs. But now Faétisn hinders thefe 
People from Gratifying their Ambition this commen- 
dable way ; and by the moft unaccountable Gourt that 
furely ever was made, they Infult the Prerrgative, Abufe 
Liberty, Detend and JoRtify Maie-Adminyfration, Cry 
down the Church, Vilify their own Country; and then 
prepofteroully expect, by thefe bicled Mcafures, to Sup- 
plant the Prefent Minijiry in the Favour of the Crown, 
and Good-will of the People. Egregious Abfurdiry ! 

f{uft not every honeft Man do his utmoft to fupprefs 
a Fattion, whofe Hopes and Endeavours after Raneet 
bode nothing but Calamities to their Country? Is it 
not entirely the Fault of thefe Men, that the Favours of 
the Court are confin’d chiefly to one Side only? Have 
they not made thar Piece of Minagement abfolutely 
necetliry to our Safety? And when the wideft Gapers 
and moft forward to reach at Preferment, are thofe 
among them, who have been moft bufy and active in 
the Caufe of Fatliox, they certainly thew us the Dan- 
gers of Changing; and in fpite of their Intentions, 
do their beft to render the Prefent Minijfry immove- 
able. 

Till thefe Gentlemen are pleas’d to think of Re- 
forming, a Change entirely Novel to them, and of 
which they have not yet given us the leaft hopeful 
Symptom, they ought ro difimifs all Afpiring Projets ; 
fince they cannot expeét to thine any where fo much, 
as in their prefent Situation. Fachon will fan@ify all 
their Faults, will Confecrate their blackeft Vices, and 

ive an agreeable Turn to all their Foibles and Defects. 

‘hilft they are in this Service, Jaspudence and Ob/tinacy 
fhall pafs for Bravery and Comrage ; Neife and Clamour 
for Keafon and Eloguence ; Falje Fears and Growndlefs 
Sufpicions fhall be ca}led Care of the Publick, and Calumny 
and Alperfion fer a Man up for a zealous Affertor of the 
Righss of the Subjeit. Faition can Screen is Members 
fiom all that Conrempt and Deteftation, which the 
ftrongeft Emulation in Folly and Iniquiry can poffibly 
come up to. The obdurate Creature, who has Lyed 
three Years fucceffively in this Service, fhall ftill be Ca- 
refsd, and heard with pleafure, by his Party. The 


Wretch, who is juft capable of fiying he Lowes jj; 
Country, or of pronounciig, with an audible Voice, the 
word Liber: thall Cock in the very Face of Virtue: 
whilft his Heart bears Wirnefs avainft him, that he is 
fucha Slave and igor to Fucton, as nor to be able to 
acknowledge a yreat Adtion in his Governors, or to 
fhun a ufeful Villain of his own Parry. Whar is ig 
that qualifies fome of their Firft rate Ares for Ido/s 
but only the Scrling Metal of their Compofituon ? Sup- 
pofe One of their Imps is, with great Candour and Le- 
nity, difcarded tor notorious Corruption, he can gtave- 
ly confole himfelf with a Scrap of Engii'h Tranjlaion, 


When Vice prevails, and Impions Men bear fuzy, 
The Po}? uf Honour is a Private Station. 


Another fuffers under a juft Sentence, and ftands expo- 
fed to the Frowns of his Country, branded with In- 
famy and Difgrace ; and then, without any regard to 
the badnefs of his Canfe, comes forth a Paj/ive Hero to 
meet the Thanks of his Party, and covers the Giminal 
with the Difguife of a Adar.yr and Patriot. He neither 
Faulters nor Bluthes, in repeating, 


Quem neq; Paupertas, neq; Mors, neq; Vincula terrent, 
r 


” [ll Die with Pleafure, for my Country's Good, 


Fattion fees not, or will not fee, the Coarfenefs of this 
Banter; but humours the Vanity, Ambition, Uneafi- 
nefs, Folly, and Frenzy of her Tools and Utenfils, till 
either She js advanced, or They ruined. Nothing fo 
low, fo filly, and abfurd, but if it means well to the 
Caufe, is fet ro account, and allow’d its Dividend of 
Merit. The Trifer, who mingles State-Afairs with 
Lea, who writes Faction upon F2ns, and talks Politichs 
in Love, is not v‘ithout the juft Value and Efteem of his 
Party ; and the Fellow, who has crack’d a Skull in their 
Service, has his Choice of being confider’d, either as a 
Champion or an Invalid. 

However entertaining the Abfurdities of this fort of 
Condué& may be in the Defcription, they are enough to 

oF ad ° 

make us Melancholy, if. we confider their Tendeacy 
and Il} Confequences, Any Attempt to remove the 
Diftinétion of Good and Evil, Wifdom and Folly ; to 
fully and perplex Truth, and to render the Knowledge 
of Men dark and uncertain, muft carry an ill Afpe4 
upon all Government in general. And therefore I ad- 
vife thofe, who are fond of Fears and Fealoufizs, not to 
wander tz.o far in Queft of them: But inflead of Ram- 
bling to the Cevencis, to Piedmont, Lorrain, Catalonia 
or Dunkirk, let them look nearer Home, and they will 
find the worit Evils, we at prefent labour under, to be 
entirely of our own Growtha ; 





ADVERTISEMENT, 


Juft publifh’d, in 8vo, Price 3d. 

*,* Dr. Sherlock’s Sermon preach’d before the Horou- 
rable Houfe of Commons at St. Margaret’s Weftminfter 
on Monday March 8, 1714, being the Day of Her Ma- 
jefty’s happy Acceflion to the Throne. Printed for John 
Pemberton, at the Buck and Sun againft St. Dunftan’s 
Church in Fleet-ftreet : Where may be had his Sermon 
befere the Sons of the Clergy, and that before the Lord 
Mayor, Nov. 5, 1712. | 





LONDON: Printed for Fohn Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 1713. 









